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hands crossed or clasped immoveably." * From when at the
age of nine she wrote to her first stepmother, " I know
that it will give you great satisfaction to know that I am a
good girl," to when in everything but name she was head of
the family at Edgeworthstown, she was a standing exemplar
of the qualities illustrated in her Rosamund and Laura, the
qualities instilled by her father, for, as two of the best-informed
authorities on her life and his have put it, she was " his greatest
creation."2
Born in England, she had spent a few months as a child in Richard
Ireland, but did not settle down there at Edgeworthstown till
1782, from which date, though she was often away on visits, and
twice made a long stay in France, this remained her home for
the rest of her life. Mr Edgeworth had returned to the family
seat to live the life of a country gentleman, and to pursue his
numerous avocations. He was still devoted to his mechanical
amusements, he took a leading part in schemes for the improve-
ment of agriculture, he was a busy magistrate, was called upon
to take resolute action at the time of the French scare and the
outbreak of 1798, and he sat as a member of the last Irish
House of Commons, voting against the union although he re-
mained undecided whether it was not for the good of his fellow-
countrymen. In 1806, as author of such an important treatise
as Practical Education, he was naturally put upon the new Board
of Commissioners on Irish education. And whilst he was as
industrious as his daughter Maria he found time to entertain the
whole circle at Edgeworthstown with his readings and stories,
and to take an active part in the gaieties of an extraordinarily
clever and lively family. He was their idol till his death in 1817.
Maria, his favourite child, was the person who had his entire
confidence, his fellow-worker, and latterly his deputy in the
exacting afiairs of a landlord. She collaborated with him in
Practical Education (1798) 5 the didactic tales included in The
Parents Assistant and Early Lessons, some of them actually by
him, were in large measure supplementary to that work. She
1 Chosen Letters t ed. F. V. Barry, 147.
* Her still surviving niece, Harriet Jessie Butler, and her grand-nephew,
Harold Edgeworth Butler, in The Black Book of Edg*vxrthstwjnt 231.